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of men. Thus the magicians in Pharaoh's court
made frogs, turned the water into blood, and the
rods into serpents, by their enchantments, that is to
say, by the immediate hand of the Devil; who was
permitted, it seems, to increase the plagues of
Egypt, doing mischief being his particular talent:
but I do not read that whenever Aaron and Moses
denounced any of those plagues, the magicians could
stop or prevent them; if they could have done that
indeed, they had been worth notice, but it was
quite otherwise; for, lest they should boast too
much of their power, they were restrained, and not
able to make lice, though they had made frogs and
serpents ; but they were obliged to acknowledge in
public, that they were unable to do it, that it was
the finger of God, and that he had put a stop to
their enchantments; in a word, it made them ac-
knowledge that, according to an old proverb which,
for aught I know, is derived from thence, God is
above the Devil.

4. Witchcraft. This is indeed the blackest part
of the black art itself: I need not describe it any
further than this, that it is a power received imme-
diately from the Devil to do mischief; to gratify
rage, envy, malice, revenge, and the vilest passions
of men, giving it into their hands to bewitch men,
cattle, places, and things ; to burn and destroy,
though limited, as hinted before in many particu-
lars : the effects of this witchcraft we often see, and
shall say more to it in its place.

This includes persons being immediately agitated
by an evil spirit, carried often violently into the air
by the help of the Devil, and being able to carry
away others in the air also ; and not to insist upon
all the improbable things said of them, and said to
be done by them, yet that the Devil certainly plays
his pranks by those tools sometimes in a most ex-
travagant manner, I must grant. Why it is gene-